
 
 

“A living, loving church without walls” 
 

Notices for Sunday 19th June, Pentecost 2 

 

We welcome everyone to our service of Holy Communion today, which is 

being led by Geoff Abasolo-Munnery, one of the clergy from the Ashford 

Parish. 

 

The Gospel reading for today is taken from Luke, Chapter 8, verses 

26-39 

 
Prayer for Ukraine 

 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, 

that you will be close to them and protect them. We pray for world leaders, for 

compassion, strength, and wisdom to guide their choices. We pray for the 

world in this moment of crisis, that we may reach out in solidarity to all those 

in need. May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality 

for the people of Ukraine and for all the world. Amen. 

 

Janet Thompson is still receiving donations for the Ukrainian Appeal, including 

children’s backpacks- please speak to her for further information.  

 

 

Congratulations to the two couples that were married here 

in St Mary’s Great Chart yesterday – Tom & Sarah Sullivan 

and Adrian & Christine Carr. We hope that both couples 

have long and happy marriages and we wish them all the 

best in their future lives together. 

 

 

This coming Tuesday,  21st June - the mid-week service of Holy Communion 

takes place at St Francis’ Church at 12.00 noon- if you are able to, why not 

take some time out and come along to this service? 



Please hold Hannah Morris in your prayers, as she takes the next step to 

ordination, with a placement at the church of St Alphege in Seasalter, near 

Whitstable, between October and December this year in preparation to start her 

training for Ordination, which commences in September 2023. Hannah says 

“Ongoing prayers for my journey towards ordination, God willing, will be much 

appreciated.” 

 

 

Birthdays in June…  
Congratulations to Tim Wilson, our former Rector of St 

Mary’s here in Great Chart- he celebrated his 60th birthday 

on Thursday 16th June- our very best wishes to him on this 

significant milestone! 

 

Do you (or anyone else that you know at Great Chart) have a birthday in June, 

please? - it would be good to wish folk a Happy Birthday (without ages!) in 

this newsheet; the next birthday cake for us all to share will be at the end of 

our morning service on Sunday 3rd July (for birthdays that fall in June)- please 

do get in touch via the contact details at the end of this newsheet- thank you! 

BIKE PILGRIMAGE 

  

Retired vicar Robert de Berry is undertaking a massive sponsored bike ride for persecuted 

Christians this summer, organized through the charity Release International, and they’ll be coming 

to Ashford this coming Wednesday 22 June. Information about this charity can be found on 

https://releaseinternational.org/bike pilgrims 

 

There will be a special service in the evening at St Mary’s Ashford town centre, so you might want 

to make a note of that. 

 

Can you offer accommodation for one night? 

  
The five riders and a support driver who are undertaking the whole route – North Foreland to 
Land’s End and back again – will need somewhere to stay overnight. Are you able to help by 
providing accommodation for one or more of them – please let the Parish Office know- 
email info@ashfordchurches.co.uk or call 01233 620433. We would be most grateful!  Thank you. 

 

https://releaseinternational.org/bike


Update on the Janus Project, our planned restoration and re-ordering 

here in St Mary’s, the first part of which is to re-lay the pathway up to 

the church door, then improve access to our church building by levelling 

the floor and removing the “wardrobe” etc.; more details about this will be 

published in due course. Such improvements cost money, and so the 

fundraising team are organising a series of events over the coming months 

which will help us to achieve our goal of making our church building more 

accessible and user-friendly to all.  

 

Here are details of the next event… 

 

We  look forward to welcoming everyone to our  

Flower & Mouse Festival                                                                              

to be held here in St Mary’s Church over the weekend                                   

16th & 17th July 

One way in which you can help with this venture is to 

SPONSOR A FLORAL DISPLAY - perhaps in memory of 

a loved one.  Each display will have a small card showing the name of 

the sponsor or of your loved one. Please give your sponsor money and 

what you want to say on the card to any member of the fundraising 

team or to Cathie by 4th July- thank you. 

 

A number of people have been asking who are on the Development Group 

and the Fundraising Group, so here you are:  

 

The Development Group has Jeremy Worthen as the chair, with Sue 

Varnals, Sally Lees, David Clifford, Chris Grove and John Bailey (our 

architect). 

 

The Fundraising Group has Sally Lees as the chair, with Martin Lees, Pam 

Davies, Lin Briscall, Rachel Bingham, Gill and Michael Hutton, Sue Varnals, 

Hannah Morris and Stephanie Boucher as its members. 



 
It has been a tradition here that everyone has the opportunity 

to choose their favourite hymns during August, so do look 

out for the sheet (as from next Sunday) on which you can 

put your favourite hymns or worship songs, and we will do 

our best to make sure that they are included during 

August. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Libby Varley is the one to contact if you need information about what’s going in 

the rest of the parish on 01233 620433 or 07583 418386, Mon - Fri 9.00am - 

5.00pm, or you can email Libby on libby.varley@ashfordchurches.co.uk  

“Good News for Ashford” is usually published via email each Friday from the 

Parish Office. 

 

Please do take this noticesheet home with you. It is also published on 

our website in full colour, and can be emailed to you if you’d like that- please let 

me know.  

If you have anything that you’d like included, please email me, Tony 

Shaw at tony.shaw53@hotmail.co.uk , or phone 01233 634355 (leaving a short 

message on the answerphone if there’s no reply) at the latest by mid-day on 

Friday of each week, please.  

 

Next Notice Sheet: Sunday 26th June 
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