
 
 

“A living, loving church without walls” 
 

Notices for Sunday 29th May, Easter 7, the Sunday after 

Ascension 
 

We welcome everyone to our service of Holy Communion today, which is a 

slightly shortened Iona-style service, and includes the Baptism of Caelan 

Martin Roy Harris. We welcome his parents Mathew and Leanne, as well as 

Caelan’s godparents, plus friends and family to this special occasion. (Please 

also hold in your prayers the baptism of Jack Roderick Berkley Sage which 

takes places later today.) 

 

The readings for today are Acts Ch. 1, verses 1-11; Mark Ch 10, 

verses 13-16. 

In the nine days between Ascension 

and Pentecost the Novena is taking 

place, with different churches within 

the parish taking a day. Great Chart’s 

day is Mon 30th May, where there will 

be a short service of reflection at 12.00 noon here in St Mary’s, with 

the theme “The Dove of Peace”, taken from the Novena booklet 

“Thy Kingdom Come” (all based on 1 Peter) by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. (The times of other Novena sessions around the Ashford 

Parish are on last week’s “Good News for Ashford” 

Pentecost next Sunday (5th June) will be celebrated with a service of Holy 

Communion at 10.00am at St Mary’s, Ashford town centre.  

(Please note- there will not be a service here at Great Chart on that day.) 

Make Lunch will be held at St Francis’ church on 31st May during the 

half-term break. Many thanks to all those who have donated- if you wish to 



contribute, please pass any donations either directly to Cathie or online 

through the Ashford Parish Treasurer, Shirley Leslie, at Ashford Town PCC 

(account number 30686611, sort code 20-02-62; please mark your donation 

“Make Lunch” as a reference- thank you). 

 

Two weddings are taking place shortly- Andrew Vincent and Sophie 

Lockwood at 2.00pm on Saturday 4th June in the church of St Francis, and 

also on the same day and time, the wedding of Lauren Page and Chris 

Heseltine at St Mary’s Great Chart. Please remember these couples in your 

prayers as they embark on this important stage in their lives together. 

 

Monday 6th June: The Leadership Team for our two churches are meeting 

at 2.30pm here in church. 

 

Tuesday 7th June: The mid-week service of Holy Communion takes place at 

St Francis’ Church at 12.00 noon- if you are able to, why not take some time 

out and come along to this service. 

 

Wednesday 8th June: The planning meeting for our Informal Worship 

Service on Sunday 12th June takes place in St Francis’ Church at 7.30pm 

 

Janet Thompson is still receiving donations for the Ukrainian Appeal, 
including children’s backpacks- please speak to her for further information.  

 
Prayer for Ukraine 

 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, 

that you will be close to them and protect them. We pray for world leaders, for 

compassion, strength, and wisdom to guide their choices. We pray for the 

world in this moment of crisis, that we may reach out in solidarity to all those 

in need. May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality 

for the people of Ukraine and for all the world. Amen. 

 

You may have noticed our new gardener in the churchyard- his name is Lee 

Hearn and we are very grateful to him for taking on the maintenance of our 

churchyard. Do go up and say hello if you are around whilst he is working 

there! 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Have you, or anyone that you know in our congregation had a 

birthday in May?  We will have a birthday cake for anyone who 

has, to share after this morning’s service- we will not be publishing 

personal details! - just come and enjoy a piece of cake together! 

BIKE PILGRIMAGE 

  

Retired vicar Robert de Berry is undertaking a massive sponsored bike ride for 
persecuted Christians this summer, organized through the charity Release 
International, and they’ll be coming to Ashford on 22 June. Information about this 
charity can be found on https://releaseinternational.org/bike pilgrims 
 
There will be a special service in the evening at St Mary’s Ashford town centre, so you 
might want to make a note of that. 
 
Can you offer accommodation for one night? 

  

The five riders and a support driver who are undertaking the whole route – North 
Foreland to Land’s End and back again – will need somewhere to stay overnight. Are 
you able to help by providing accommodation for one or more of them – please let the 
Parish Office know- email info@ashfordchurches.co.uk or call 01233 620433. We would 
be most grateful!  Thank you. 

 

https://releaseinternational.org/bike


Good news about the Janus Project (our planned restoration and re-

ordering her in St Mary’s, the first part of which is to improve the pathway 

up to the church door). 

 

• We are delighted to announce that a total of £530 was raised from 

the concert given by the Invicta Singers last Saturday. Everyone 

thoroughly enjoyed the programme that they performed- if you didn’t 

come you missed a treat!  Many thanks to all of the Invicta Singers 

and to Bryan Gipps, their musical director, for a lovely evening. 

 

• The next event will be a concert given by the                        

Ashford Concert Band,                                                            

who are performing a wide selection of music from this 

year’s programme in the Brake Hall, Ashford School on 12th June at 

3.00pm. The tickets for this are priced at £15.00 (under-16’s, 

£5.00) and will include a delicious afternoon tea served during the 

interval. Tickets for this are available from Pam Davies or Lin 

Briscall.  Please do encourage friends and family to come and support 

what promises to be a really enjoyable concert! 

 

• Following this, we look forward to welcoming everyone 

to our  Flower & Mouse Festival,                                                                               
to be held here in St Mary’s Church over the weekend                                      

of 16th & 17th July- watch this space! 
 

 

Finally, many thanks to Rachel and everyone else who distributed the 

spare Notice Sheets from last Sunday to those who weren’t able to 

be in church. This special delivery included a piece of cake!  

(Tell that to the Post Office!)  

 

Please do take this Notice Sheet home with you- if you have anything that you’d 

like included, please email Tony Shaw at tony.shaw53@hotmail.co.uk , or phone 

him on 01233 634355 (with answerphone if I’m not around) at the latest by 

mid-day on Friday of each week, please.  

N.B. Next Newssheet on 12th June. 

mailto:tony.shaw53@hotmail.co.uk

