
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Update 

In Jesus interaction with 

Zacchaeus in Luke 19 he 

says 'For the son of man 

came to seek and to save 

the lost'. Our Mission as a 

church is to continue 

Jesus work on earth both 

as individuals and also 

corporately as the body 

of Christ. 
 

Natural Evangelism Course 

In May and June, we ran the Natural Evangelism 

course in Kennington Church which was open to the 

whole Parish.  During it, we talked about how we share 

our faith with our friends and family and the 

importance of our story in that sharing. We would love 

to come and run this course with a home group, or 

small group of people- please do contact me if you are 

interested in hosting this. 
 

Pub Talk 

We spent 3 evenings in the Singleton Barn this summer 

for PubTalk. These were a great opportunity to ask 

questions of each other and our faith in a relaxed 

environment. These will continue into the Autumn, 

please do look out for dates being advertised and bring 

a friend. 
 

Monthly Informal Service 

Our monthly informal service has been running since 

last October, and after a break in August restarts in 

September. We have renamed it The Tent, and we 

hope that people from across the Parish will come and 

worship and hear from God's word in a relaxed 

environment. Join us on 9th September at 6.30pm at St 

Francis Church 
 

Make Lunch 

This Summer we have been running MakeLunch out of 

St Francis Church. MakeLunch is part of the national  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

organisation TLG and exists to support children during 

who normally receive Free School Meals during the 

school holidays when budgets at home may be 

stretched. We have been blessed by volunteers from 

across the Parish fulfilling a number of roles including 

cooking, admin, welcoming, leading craft and activities, 

and of course praying. So far we have had great fun and 

look forward to the rest of the summer! 
 

This Autumn also sees the launch of 2 new initiatives- 

Ignite and CAP Fresh Start.  
 

Please continue to pray for the God's mission across 

Ashford - that new initiatives would spring up, and that 

God would provide the people to enable his mission to 

continue, that we will continue the work of Jesus in 

seeking and saving the lost 
 

Nathan Wilson 

Team Missioner 

e - Nathan.wilson@ashfordchurchesco.uk 
 

******************************************** 

Want to keep up with 
what’s going on in 

the Parish?? 
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CAP / Fresh Start 

Fresh Start is designed to help people break free from 

life-controlling habits like smoking, drinking and 

gambling, as well as offering them the opportunity to 

hear the Gospel. The groups are places of trust and 

security, where members are offered both practical 

and emotional support. It is anticipated that two 

groups will run, one from Christ Church and one from 

Kennington, starting in the New Year.  
 

Community 

Recognising it can be hard to stay motivated when 

trying to give up a habit or overcome a dependency 

Fresh Start provides a warm and welcoming 

environment where clients can listen to other people 

who may have similar struggles and share experiences 

if they want to. 
 

Course  

As part of Fresh Start, there is an eight-week course 

that enables clients to tackle some of the root issues 

that may be causing dependency, so they can live a 

happier, more fulfilling life. The course is based upon 

the Twelve Steps of Recovery and each session works 

through these steps alongside the Fresh Start 

exercises. 
 

Coaching 

Informal one-to-one support from a dedicated Fresh 

Start Coach. They will spend time listening and 

encouraging clients on their journey to freedom. 
 

Celebration 

Whether it’s giving up smoking, cutting down on 

drinking or stopping gambling, CAP believes it is 

important to acknowledge the goals reached and 

recognise the things achieved.  Fresh Start operates 

within the strictest bounds of confidentiality, the group 

fosters an environment of mutual trust and respect. 

Further details of Fresh Start courses will be widely 

advertised in the autumn. 

____________________________________________ 
 

If you want to advertise in our Parish 
Herald or have something for all the 
noticeboards or website, then please 

contact Phil Sibbald on 
phil.sibbald@ashfordchurches.co.uk or 

on 07595 925752 

Diocesan Synod 

In August 2018, we 

started a new Triennium 

of the Canterbury 

Diocesan Synod.   
 

For those of you that are 

perhaps not sure what 

Diocesan Synod is, the 

definition is:  
 

“In the Anglican 

Communion, the model 

of government is the 'Bishop in Synod', meaning that a 

diocese is governed by a bishop acting with the advice 

and consent of representatives of the clergy and laity 

of the diocese. In much of the Communion the body by 

which this representation is achieved is called the 

diocesan synod. 
 

For the next three years, your Diocesan Synod Reps 

are: 

John Mackenzie (Co 
Area Dean) 

Phil Sibbald (Lay Chair) 

Caroline Mansley (Co 
Area Dean) 

Shirley Leslie 

Rev Dawn Stamper Robert Sharp 

Rev Canon Sheila Cox Jill Humphries 

Rev Canon Tim Wilson Nathan Wilson 

 Charlotte Coles 
 

The purpose of your Diocesan Synod Reps is to 

primarily act as a form of Communication from 

Diocesan Synod, to Deanery Synod, who then report 

back to PCC / Parishes / Local Churches.  It is vital that 

this communication takes place because if not, 

items/issues could be discussed and voted at Diocesan 

Synod and you would not have had your chance to give 

your opinion on certain church matters.   
 

With all the changes that are going on in the church, it 

is vital that we listen to our parishioners and they be 

able to communicate with their Deanery and Diocesan 

Representatives.   
 

As Lay Chair of the Ashford Deanery and Canterbury 

Diocese, I propose reports about Diocesan Synod are 

given by the relevant representatives to Deanery 

Synod and the similar report of Deanery Synod matters 

is given to PCC.  I will be looking for volunteers at the 

next Deanery Synod in October. 
 

Phil Sibbald 

Deanery & Diocesan Lay Chair 

e - phil.sibbald@ashfordchurches.co.uk 

mailto:phil.sibbald@ashfordchurches.co.uk


Andrew Brown – Our 

New Curate 
 

By now most of you will 

probably have met me or 

at least seen me cycling 

around the 

Willesborough area and 

the wider Parish.  But just 

in case, my name is 

Andrew and I’m the new 

curate here in the 

Ashford Town Parish. As 

this is my first article for 

the Ashford Herald I 

probably should begin by telling you a little bit about 

myself. 
  

I grew up in Bangor in Northern Ireland, where my 

journey of faith really began.  I was involved in the life 

of two churches in the town; Bangor Abbey and Wesley 

Centenary Methodist, both of which hold a special 

place in my heart and helped to encourage me along 

my journey towards ordination.  From this, I went on to 

study for a degree in Theology at Canterbury Christ 

Church University before taking up a number of church 

jobs around the diocese.   
  

During my time working in Canterbury, I became 

heavily involved in the Cathedral Community and 

worked on a casual basis within the Vergers 

Department.  It was while working there with the team 

that my calling really came to life, and has brought me 

to where I am today.   While I explored my vocation I 

took a job as a Student Worker and Chaplain for the 

Methodist Church and later as the Children and 

Families Minister in both St Paul’s Canterbury and then 

St Edward’s in York.  Working in these various roles 

gave me a desire to help others to explore their faith in 

whatever way came naturally to them, encouraging 

them to ask the “Big Questions” and simply 

accompanying them along their journey in whatever 

shape that took. One of the things that brought me 

great joy working in these various posts was seeing 

how God was working and bringing out the 

extraordinary in the ordinariness of daily life. 
  

After my post in York, I began my training at Ripon 

College Cuddesdon where I believe God truly began the 

process of forming me.  Throughout my time at the 

college I was privileged enough to have the opportunity 

to go on several placements, exploring the diversity of 

parish life in various contexts, from rural Oxfordshire to 

Central London ministry.  Being part of these churches 

even for a short time was a blessing and really opened 

my eyes to how different ministry can be, but also to 

the importance of meeting people where they are and 

simply helping them along their journey in whatever 

shape that takes. 
  

So far I can honestly say that I am loving being amongst 

the community here in Ashford and am both excited 

and encouraged by the work that is going on in this 

parish both in public and behind the scenes.  I am 

looking forward to seeing what else God has in store 

for the future of this parish and us all. 
  

With peace and love, 
   

Andrew Brown 

Assistant Curate 

e – andrew.brown@ashfordchurches.co.uk 

___________________________________________ 

Ecclesiastical Insurance 
 

 
 

To celebrate their 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical 

Insurance is donating £130 to local churches for every 

Home Insurance Policy that is taken out. 
 

For more information, contact them on 0800 783 0130 

and quote TRUST130.  This offer is valid until the end 

of December 2018. 
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Parish Good News 
 

Following the article in the last edition of the Parish 

Herald where we reported that Shirley Leslie and Eric 

Bannister were awarded the Royal Maundy Money, 

we are pleased to continue reporting Good News 

from around the parish. 
 

We are therefore thrilled to report that Dr Agmiol 

Pradeep (Agi) from St Mary’s Kennington was 

awarded the British Empire Medal for services to 

Organ Donation 
 

 
 

We asked Agi if she would be happy to have 

something put in the Herald and this is what she said: 
 

How did you get it?? 

God’s blessing, that’s all I can answer this question; as 

I truly don’t know how I got it. Reflecting on the letter 

I received from the Cabinet Office, it is to recognise 

my volunteer work in promoting organ donation 

message. Had the blessing to meet so many good 

willing individuals, during our (family) journey in the 

UK spreading this precious Gift of life message; my 

understanding is that some of those good wiling 

individuals acted behind the scene for me to achieve 

this great honour. 
 

How did you feel?? 

I feel really honoured and blessed to receive this great 

acknowledgement from the Queen. My (our) little 

effort to help patients with organ failure is something, 

I am able to do in my volunteer capacity to support 

my employer (NHS) and my patient’s. Also, feel so 

privileged that I am able to do this with great support 

from my family. 

Selfless giving is something we all have learned from 

our childhood as Christians. I want to thank the God 

Almighty and the great missionaries who travelled all 

the way from England to reach India and to teach our 

grandparents about Christianity and the importance 

of loving our neighbours. 
 

Organ Donation is a precious Gift which can be agreed 

by the individuals who care for others. I would like to 

dedicate this great honour to all the individuals I met 

during our journey, who signed up to be an organ 

donor and the families who made that courageous 

decision to sign the consent to allow their loved ones 

to be an actual organ donor. Life is precious and we 

should nurture that blessing every day by praising Him 

and doing whatever little we can to serve our fellow 

humans and to sustain their healthy lives. 
 

Thank you for this great opportunity and wishing you 

all the great blessings from above. 
 

“Every time I do something good, God is sending His 

angels and inspire me to do more....... and I listen to 

Him” 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Easyfundraising – Feel Good Shopping

 
 

Easyfundraising is the UK’s biggest charity shopping 

fundraising site. It’s simple to use, and it’s free. Since 

they launched back in 2005, they’ve been helping 

good causes, like schools, charities, sports clubs, 

religious groups, community groups and more, raise 

money simply by shopping online. And so far, thanks 

to their band of over 1.4 million loyal supporters, they 

have raised over £23 million. 
 

Our Parish is registered with them under the name of 

“Ashford Town Team Ministry”.  So for those of us 

that are avid online shoppers, go to 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to register, start 

shopping and the parish gets donations from the 

retailers you shop with.  Nothing easier. 

 

Happy Shopping! 
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Rebuild Africa 
 

In July 2018 I took a group of students from the John 

Wallis Church of England Academy to South Africa to 

join a project organised by Amor and Urban Saints. I 

was accompanied by another staff member and my 

daughter, Ellie. 
 

We joined with other schools and church youth 

groups to build houses for homeless people living in 

the Delmas area just outside Johannesburg. In total 

there were 120 of us and we were divided into three 

build teams, each tasked with building a three or four 

room house during our 10 day stay. 
 

On the first day, Saturday, we settled into our 

accommodation, Ebenezer Farm in Delmas and in the 

afternoon some of the local pastors and villagers 

arrived to play football against us. 
 

On the second day we visited a Zulu church; an 

amazing experience. We were so warmly welcomed 

by people who had virtually nothing that it brought a 

tear to the eye as they worshipped God with singing 

and dancing, which we were encouraged to join in 

with. It would have raised the roof, if the church had 

had one. It didn’t have a back wall either; at one point 

a goat walked past behind the worship band but 

nothing mattered, just that God was praised. 
 

From Monday to Saturday we were on our build sites. 

We put together the pre-constructed frames of the 

house, strengthened the walls, cut out and fitted 

doors and windows, put on a roof and put two coats 

of plaster on the walls, inside and out. Each build 

team also took time out of their day to play games 

with the local children who turned up in huge 

numbers to watch the work taking place. 
 

Every night after dinner, there were meetings where 

we sang, listened to Bible stories and shared our 

experiences of the day before gathering round a 

campfire to share each other’s company.  
 

On the last day of the build, with the house complete, 

the key to the house was presented to the family who 

would be living in it. 
 

There was still time for a trip to Soweto before flying 

back to England. A truly life-changing trip. Thank you 

to all those who have supported our fundraising. 

 

 

 

Ian Rich 

Lay Chaplain – The John Wallis Church of England 

Academy 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fantasy Football 

Are you a budding Jose Morinho, a young Eddie Howe, 

or a retired Arsene Wenger looking for their next 

challenge? 
 

Join the Ashford Town Parish Fantasy Football League 

and pit yourself against the best managers across our 

church, you can do it by following this link  
 

https://fantasy.premierleague.com/?autojoin-

code=3121028-713248 
 

Or simply use the league code 3121028-713248 on 

the premier league website if you already have a team 

in a different league. 
 

We shall see who is on top in May 2019! 
 

If you want more information or need technical 

support, please contact Nathan Wilson on 

nathan.wilson@ashfordchurches.co.uk 
____________________________________________________________ 

What’s Coming Up In The Parish 

 

Please take a look at what is coming up in the parish 

over the coming months, both in services and 

entertainment. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Jazz Communion Service 
 

On Sunday 23rd September at 10am, St Mary’s Ashford 

will be holding a Jazz Mass with the setting written by 

Bob Chillcott 
 

All are welcome 

 

 
 

Selah Christmas Concert 
 

The Selah worship band will be holding their annual 

Christmas Concert on Saturday 8th December at 

7.30pm at Kingsnorth Church. 

 

A chance for you to listen or sing-a-long to popular 

Christmas music performed by an amazing group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PCC – 2018/2019 
 

In the very first Parish Herald in 2017, we listed who 

all the PCC Members for your information. 

 

Since then we have had another APCM, where new 

members were elected.  Please see current PCC 

Members until the next APCM in April 2019 

 

Chairman: 
 

Rev John MacKenzie 

Secretary: Phil Sibbald 
 
Treasurer: 

 
Shirley Leslie 

 
Team Vicars: 

 
Rev Richard Bellamy* 

 Rev Eve Lanchantin-
Piggott 

 Rev Caroline Mansley  
Rev Canon Timothy 
Wilson 

 
 

Rev Cathie Aldis 

Assistant Curates: Rev Peter Newell 
 Rev Dawn Stamper 
 Rev Andrew Brown 
 
Lay Staff 

 
Phil Sibbald 
Nathan Wilson 

 
Church Wardens 

 
Jerry Fox 

(Ex-Officio) Alan Stamp 
 
Safeguarding Officer 

 
Anita Sorrell 

 
Lay Readers: 

 
James Beck 

 Charlotte Coles 
 Derek Goodwin 
 Martin Lees 
 Alison Sherwood 
  
Deanery Synod 
Reps: 
(Until Apr 2020) 

Jane Appleton 
Judy Blount 
Dick Houghton 

 Laura Lawrence 
 Ian Rich  

Wendy Prior 
 
*Priest to Ashford Town Centre & Chaplain to Ashford School 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Diocesan Synod 
Reps: (As Of 1st 
August 2018) 

Charlotte Coles 
Jill Humphreys 
Shirley Leslie 

 Robert Sharp 
 Nathan Wilson 
 
Elected Members 

 
Lorraine Andrews 

(Until 2019 APCM) Ken Blanshard 
 Libby Varley 
 June Wenborn 
 
(Until 2020 APCM) 

 
John Donovan 

 Derek Goodwin 
 Michael Piggott 
 Sally Rickard 
 Arthur Waters 
 
(Until 2021 APCM) 

 
Peter Celi-Stamp 

 Karen Hardie 
 Paul Needham 
 Morag Sharp 
 Lesley Wraxall 

 

 

Our PCC is there to serve all Our Parish.  All PCC 

meetings are open meetings that any member of the 

parish is welcome to attend.  However, please note 

that only PCC members are allowed to vote. 
 

However, you can also contact any member of the 

regarding any issue you may have.   

 

The next PCC dates are as follows: 
 

Saturday 13th October 2018 – 9.30am 

Saturday 15th December 2018 – 9.30am 

Thursday 9th February 2018 – 7.30pm 

 

The next APCM is set for Saturday 6th April 2019 

 

Venues have yet to be confirmed but venues will be 

notified via website, noticeboards and church notice 

sheets 

 

Phil Sibbald 

PCC Secretary 

e – phil.sibbald@ashfordchurches.co.uk 

 


